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Executive Committee 
President: 
Bhanu Raghavan (657-0226) 

President-Elect: 
Rakesh Gupta (438-0878) 
Secretary: 
Ravi Swaminathan (409-0279) 

Treasurer: 
Pichu Ravikumar (558-0463) 

Cultural Chair: 
Rakshita Raghavan (513-255-1086) 

Education: 
Sehul Shah (304-8523) 

DIFI Delegate: 
Poonam Sharma (426-1582) 

DIFI- Alternate: 
Sharmila Rao (478-0369)  
Membership: 
Deepika Reddivari (885-2943) 

Sports Chair: 
Raj Kulkarni (435-7729) 

Youth Representatives 
Sonali Sharma (470-7427) 
Sumeta Sachdeva (439-2009) 

Nita Gupta (681-0611) 

Neel Patel (475-0380) 

Ex-Officio: 
Hemant Garg (219-6826) 
 

LET’S MAKE IT HAPPEN 
February 1 Republic Day 
February 28 Roller Skating 
August 15 Independence Day Picnic 

October 10 Diwali Celebrations 

India Club 
Community Service Award 

Recipients – 2008 
 

Hemant Garg, Sham Reddy, 
Jyoti Singri 

We are pleased to inform our members 
that India Club is approved under IRS 
Code 501 (C) 3 with tax ID 
 # 31-1184659.  

Contributions to a 501(c)(3) 
organization can be claimed against 
income tax.  By law, these charities 
must only conduct nonpartisan voter 
activities to keep their tax-exempt 
status and refrain from lobbying 
activity, which is defined as urging a 
vote on legislation.  However, the law 
allows such charities to register and 
mobilize likely Democratic or 
Republican voters.    

Vinod Jain, Treasurer 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to New Members 
 

  
On behalf of the India Club, I would like to welcome the following Life Members (in bold) and new annual 
members to India Club of Dayton: 
 
Aggarwal, Sunil & Meenu   Bakhshi, Shiv K. & Christine  Challa, Ajit & Jyothi 
Desai, Ketan & April  Gautam, Gunendra & Nilu  Goyal, Lalit & Shivani 
Hussain, Sarah & Irshad  Khan, Mohamad F. & Asma Khan, Mujtaba & Aliya 
Mosali Rajesh & Deepthi  Oruganti Nagaraja S, & Shailaja Patel, Nitesh S. & Dakshagauri 
Patel, Vijay & Nita   Sharma, Suresh & Poonam   
Swaminathan, Venkatramani & Lalitha 
 
Gohil, Pran N. & Sulochana  Kansara Alpana   Krishnan, Ram R. & Vandana 
Kumar, Pavan & Jessie  Narayanan, Sundaram & Viji  Nagar Arvind & Sampat 
Pandrangi Prabhakar & Hema Patel, Padma & Rakesh  Prabhakaran, Krishnan & Rajini 
Prasad, Siddalinga & Poornima Sachdeva  K. Anil & Sunita  Siddiqi Mohammed & Sehba 
Verma Dibya & Archana Sahay Jha Ujjwal Ranjan & Ruma 
Murthy Lakshminarayana & Champa  Kaguturu Bhakthavatsala & Rama Lakshmi      
Dhaliwal, Surinder S. & Ramandeep   Rathore, Rakesh & Hernaba khakhdia 
  
 I also thank those members who renewed their 2008 & 2009 membership. 
  
For your membership renewal or to become new member, please visit our website at 
www.indiaclubdayton.org .  Now you may pay your membership dues by using PAYPAL or Other Credit 
Card Payment Options online.   Other option is to download the membership form, fill it out and mail it 
with your dues OR contact any of the committee member. 
  
Sincerely, 
Deepika Reddivari 
Membership Chair 
 

India Club welcomes 2009 Executive Committee 

SAMACHAR, is a bimonthly newsletter, published by the India Club of Greater Dayton for its members on 
activities and upcoming events sponsored by India Club along with other pertinent community news. 
SAMACHAR reaches over 600 families in the Greater Dayton area through the print publication and many 
more via the web at http://www.indiaclubdayton.org/. Individuals and organizations interested in advertising 
in SAMACHAR please contact secretary@indiaclubdayton.org 

 
SAMACHAR Advertisement rates: 

 
Qtr.  Page (5”X4”) $50/issue $250 for six issues 
Half Page (5”X8”) $100/issue $500 for six issues 
Full Page (8.5”x11”) $200/issue $1000 for six issues 

   
If you have any news to share with the community about your loved ones, please email to 
secretary@indiaclubdayton.org  

mailto:write2samachar@indiaclubdayton.org
http://www.indiaclubdayton.org/
http://www.indiaclubdayton.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President Rakesh Gupta 
President Elect Pichu Ravikumar 
Secretary Ravi Swaminathan 
Treasurer Vinod Jain 
Cultural Chair Hyacinth Dey 
Membership Chair Anil Sekhri 
Sports Chair Alok Agarwal 
Education Chair Vinit Mishra 
DIFI Delegate Mukesh Patel 
DIFI Alternate Santosh Raghupathy 
Youth Representative Nita Gupta 
Youth Representative Sonali Sharma 
Youth Representative Akash Patel 
Youth Representative Nikky Singhal 
Youth Representative Ansh Khare 
Youth Representative Raja Gupta 
Ex Officio Bhanu Raghavan 

Dear friends and members, 
 
As President of India club, I would like to welcome and invite India club members, their families and our growing greater Dayton 
Indian community to get ready for another exciting and fun filled year full of various activities which are being planned for 2009. 
 
 Along with our entire India Club Executive Committee (EC), I wish you all a wonderful, prosperous, happy and healthy New 
Year. 
 
Unfortunately, I have to start this with a note of sorrow about recent events. As you all know, recently once again our motherland 
witnessed one of the most horrific ugly and shameful faces of terrorism. Words are not sufficient to express the shock and sorrow 
which unfolded in our living rooms through live media for many days during the thanksgiving weekend. While no human being 
can remain unaffected from such incidents, those who lost their lives and suffered in Mumbai shall remain in our thoughts and 
prayers for a long time to come. I also hope for peace in the future. 
 
Looking forward, 2009 E.C had its first meeting on Dec 4th.  After attending the first EC meeting, I can say with certainty that 
2009 committee seems extraordinarily enthusiastic and is looking forward to explore new ideas and programs for the entire year. 
This of course is only possible with an equally active cooperation and participation from our community. After all, India Club is 
your own! To make the best use of our mutual efforts may I suggest that you take these measures?  
 

1. Make India Club website which is full of information for events one of your favorite web page 
2.    Become IC member at the first opportunity and personally encourage nonmembers to join the club  
       (strength of numbers). Try to become a life member if you think it is appropriate. 
3.    Visit India club website at least monthly if not every 2 weeks. 
4.    Read SAMACHAR fully and save it – our news letter for program/events and contact information  
5.    Do not delete IC emails without reading (and provide IC secretary your correct email address if not  
       already done). 
6.    Save the dates for activity events and avoid programs which conflict these activities- try to attend all  
       the programs with friends and family. 
7.    Contact any EC member if you have any constructive idea or criticism  

  
TOGETHER, LET US COMMIT OURSELVES FOR A LIVELY FUN FILLED 2009. 

 
With Best Wishes,  
Rakesh Gupta, President 2009 
president@indiaclubdayton.org  

India Club welcomes 2009 Executive Committee 

mailto:president@indiaclubdayton.org


 
 

 

India Club of Greater DaytonIndia Club of Greater DaytonIndia Club of Greater DaytonIndia Club of Greater Dayton 
 

 

Invites you all toInvites you all toInvites you all toInvites you all to    
 

Republic Day Celebrations 
 

Sunday, Feb 1, 2009 
Bellbrook High School 

3737 Upper Bellbrook Road 
Bellbrook, OH 45305 

 
Events Include:Events Include:Events Include:Events Include:    

Fashion show, Cultural ProgramFashion show, Cultural ProgramFashion show, Cultural ProgramFashion show, Cultural Program    
Miss Senior/Junior India CompetitionMiss Senior/Junior India CompetitionMiss Senior/Junior India CompetitionMiss Senior/Junior India Competition    

Awards ceremony and Awards ceremony and Awards ceremony and Awards ceremony and DinnerDinnerDinnerDinner    
 
 

Guidelines – Music and Dance Program 
 

We would like to see as many children participating in all India Club Programs.  If 
you can sing, dance, act or play an instrument, India club is interested to see you in 
their cultural programs this year.  Please note that you must have a current 
membership of India Club (2009) to participate.  Our suggestion would be for you to 
support your club by becoming a life member for $250. 

Those who wish to participate in the Republic day celebrations including essay competitions: 
please email Cultural Chairperson- Hyacinth Dey at  culturalevent@indiaclubdayton.org 

 

 

mailto:culturalevent@indiaclubdayton.org


Fashion Show, Cultural program and awards ceremony 
Fashion Show: 

There will be a fashion show and we would like as many children (6 and above) to take 
part.  So if you would like to be part of a show, this is your chance:   
What do you do? 

1.  Put on nice ethnic wear, chin up and wear your best smile.  We will teach you how 
to walk the ramp.   

2. If you are competing for the Miss Junior and Senior India Crown, come join the 
fun there will be plenty of support! 

3. We are looking for teenagers with a lovely smile to seat the guests and help with 
the fashion show in various capacities. 

4. If you have a talent to show; of music or dance; the theme is “sheer elegance”.  So, 
let’s put on our creative hats and get some nice programs to make a beautiful 
ending to an elegant show.  Please note everything will be auditioned.  We would 
like for you to pay particular attention to costumes and try to be the best that you 
can be.  Service awards will be given to student choreographers who coach other 
children.  Programs from local choreographers and parents will also be entertained. 

5. We are also soliciting bright ideas for the fashion show itself.  Music, brilliant 
ideas for presentation whatever your heart desires, we will take any idea from you 
before the 5th of January “on line” please!  You will then be invited to showcase 
your ideas and then, selected ideas will be put to work for the show. 

Please pay attention to the following instructions: 
� Theme for the cultural show is “sheer elegance”.  Final date for turning in entries: Jan 5, 

2009 
� Send in as many entries as you like.  Monoacts, solos to group events; whatever you think 

the community will appreciate.  Selections will be made for a two hour program on its 
merit.  Everything is subject to auditions 

� Each entry should have a reasonable time limit 
� Group presentation must have 6 or more individuals participating  
� Duplication of songs are not allowed 
� Participants to submit a non returnable copy of their tapes/CD’s. 

 
All music CDs & tapes related to the event need to reach Hyacinth Dey by January 15, 2009. 
Please contact her at email culturalevent@indiaclubdayton.org to be advised regarding 
auditions and other details.  In case of an emergency you may call her at 885-3168. 

 
 
 
 

mailto:culturalevent@indiaclubdayton.org


Guidelines for Junior and Senior Miss India 
 

The following guidelines apply to the participants of Junior and Senior Miss India competition: 
1. Participants must model an Indian outfit. 
2. Participants must provide the following information on an index card to Hyacinth Dey, 

Cultural Chairperson by Jan 15, 09 
Name, Age, and Grade 

Community service, involvement 

Extracurricular activities 

3.   Each contestant must answer to question(s) regarding their Indian Heritage and other 
related topics in an extemporaneous interview not to exceed 2 minutes. 

4. Junior age group:  9-14 yrs; Senior age group: 15-20 yrs (by 04/01/2009) 

5. Follow D.I.F.I. Miss World A’Fair Guidelines* as they apply to the Miss World A’Fair 
competition-both Junior and Senior  

6. The winner and the runner-up of the Senior Miss India competition will be expected to 
serve as active members of the D.I.F.I. Youth Group for a period of one year. 

7. Upon completing one year of membership into D.I.F.I. Youth Group, the winner of the 
Senior Miss India competition will represent the India club as Miss India during the Miss 
World  A’Fair competition (for example, the winner of Senior Miss India 2009 will 
compete as Miss India during Miss World A’Fair competition in 2010). 

8. If the winner of Senior Miss India is unable to compete in the Miss World A’Fair 
competition during the following year, the runner-up will take her place. 

 
D.I.F.I. Miss World A’’’’Fair Guidelines 
Contestants must: 

• Be between ages of 15-20 at the time of the pageant and festival 
• Be the only representative from a particular ethnic group participating  
• Be a member of the Youth Group for one year (must start in September of the year 

prior) 
• Attend scheduled rehearsals with escort, pre-pageant meeting with Advisor and 

DATV taping prior to pageant 
• Miss no more than two meetings between September and June 
• Have application and involvement sheet turned in by February meeting  
• Be present at the festival all three days (only exception is if contestant is graduating 

from high school that weekend) 
• Participate in opening parade each day and other ceremonies throughout the festival as 

needed 
• Maintain active membership in the Youth Group 
 
 
 
 



If selected; Miss World A’Fair, must be willing to do the following: 
• Have a 8x10 head shot taken with crown and sash (and place in a frame) prior to the 

festival (the cost will be reimbursed) 
• Participate in radio/TV print interviews/promotions as needed 
• Serve as emcee for Junior Miss World A’Fair pageant Friday evening of the festival 
 

Junior Miss World A’’’’Fair Guidelines 
Contestants must: 

• Be between the ages of 7-12 at the time of the Festival 
• Be the only representative from a particular ethnic group participating 
• Attend rehearsals on Thursday evening prior to festival 
• Wear ethnic dress for pageant 
• Have registration forms turned in by April meeting 

 
Cultural Program: 

1. We are looking for several children to assist with the master of Ceremony for 
Republic Day.  We will train you if you have the stage presence and the willingness to 
do it.  Auditions will take place depending on the response at a site determined by the 
Chairperson.  Prepare three scenarios:  Introduce a singer, a dancer and a play of your 
choice as if you were the master of a Ceremony and you were performing for a live 
audience.  Use satire, jokes, or get your creative juices flowing.  You can audition as 
one person or with a friend.  Selected children will then be involved in India Club 
activities during the year so get in early.   

2. All children 8th Grade and above will be awarded service credit for participating in 
India Club activities that help spread good will and pride in the community.  There are 
several opportunities for all talents during this year, including technical support, 
videotaping and making slide shows for the cultural programs, so sign up early to get 
into our database.  

 
Guidelines for Junior and Senior Writers 

Guidelines for junior writers (Grades 6-8): 
1. Name (first & last), address, and telephone number must be provided on a separate sheet of 

paper by Jan 11, 09. 
2. Specify age and grade level 
3. The essay will have a clear title  
4. The essay will focus on the topic with ample supporting ideas and examples 
5. The essay will have a logical structure (introduction, body paragraphs, and conclusion) 
 
 
 
 



6. Select one of the following topics and write your essay: 
1. Fashions of India 
2. What would I like to do, differently, on my next visit India?  An open letter to my 

parents? 
  
The essay will have no more than 500 words 

7.  Prize money: Juniors …1st Place: $51;  2nd Place: $31 
8.  Deadline: Jan 11, 09   
9.  Please submit two copies of the completed essay to: 
10.  Mail entries to Cultural Secretary, 10819 Mariam Lane Dayton OH 45458. 

 
Guidelines for senior writers (Grades 9-12): 

Senior competitors will participate in essay writing on Jan 11, 09.  If there are students who 
have scheduling conflicts; please make arrangements with the cultural chair prior to Jan 18, 09. 
Where:                  Normandy Elementary  
Arrival time:          9.30 am Time limit:  30 minutes 
Length of Essay:   No more than 500 words  

 
Essay Topic will be one of the following topics: 
 

1. Terrorism: a solution to the menace?  My advice: to the leaders of the world. 
2. How can second generation Indians contribute in India's progress and development? 
 

The following guidelines apply for all senior competitors: 
1.  Name (first & last), address, and telephone number must be provided on a separate sheet of 

paper 
2. Specify age and grade level 
3. The essay will have a clear title  
4. The essay will focus on the topic with ample supporting ideas and examples 
5. The essay will have a logical structure (introduction, body paragraphs, and conclusion) 

Prize money:                 1st Place: $101 
                                             2nd Place: $51 

 

 

 

 

Community Event 
Attention Centerville High School Students 
The Legacy Project has a writing contest which can be accessed from moodle site. The contest allows American 
Literature students to interview a grandparent or grandfriend to enter into Legacy Project's annual "Listen to a 
Life" Essay Contest. The Grand Prize is a Lenovo ThinkCentre computer and an iPod. PLUS the school of the 
winning young person receives $25,000 of Orchard educational software. Twenty runner-up prizes include $400 
of Orchard software and an iPod. You have until March 30, 2009 to enter. All the details are on the Legacy 
Project website (again, linked on Moodle). 



 

                                    SSSSSSSSSSSSppppppppppppoooooooooooorrrrrrrrrrrrttttttttttttssssssssssss            SSSSSSSSSSSSaaaaaaaaaaaammmmmmmmmmmmaaaaaaaaaaaacccccccccccchhhhhhhhhhhhaaaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrr        
 
 
Happy Holidays to all of you!!! I accepted the sports chair position again in 2009 for selfish 
reasons. I am hoping that this will motivate me enough to participate in various sports 
regularly and improve my fitness levels. I am also hoping that this will help me take care of 
my diet, loose about 10% extra weight and improve my overall health. If I can then 
encourage my family and friends to do the same, it would be wonderful. 
Throughout the year, I will inform you of exciting events and resources in the area. Kindly 
inform me of resources you become aware of and we will share it with the members of the 
community through our newsletters and the website.  
 
Wishing all my friends at the club a happy and healthy 2009. 
 
Alok Agrawal, MD 
sportschair@indiaclubdayton.org  
 
 

Upcoming events- please mark your calenders 
 

 
Roller/inline skating 

Saturday, February 28, 2009 

11am-1pm 

Ticket at $3/person is highly discounted 

Includes admission, skate rental, Pizza and drinks 

Skate World of Kettering 
http://www.skateworldofkettering.com/  

1601 E. David Rd 
Kettering , Ohio-45429 

Tel:   (937)294-4052 
 

May 2 & 3, 2009 – Flying pig marathon, Cincinnati 
www.flyingpigmarathon.com 

 
May 9, 2009 – Chess tournament 

More information will follow 
 

September 18 & 19 2009 – WPAFB marathon, Dayton 
www.usafmarathon.com  

 
Further details are available at India club website: www.indiaclubdayton.org  

 

mailto:sportschair@indiaclubdayton.org
http://www.skateworldofkettering.com/
http://www.usafmarathon.com/
http://www.indiaclubdayton.org/
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